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The information provided below was taken from the Wisconsin Safety and Buildings website regarding homeowners obtaining building permits and employing unqualified contractors to perform work under the permit.  This information is provided by RPS addressing an issue that is often times overlooked due to lack of understanding.   As a homeowner, you will need to protect yourself by employing only contractors that meet the state requirements for obtaining building permits.   Why would anyone want to assume the financial responsibility for a contractor that does not comply with the State requirements for being a licensed contractor?  The end result could be catastrophic in the event of loss.  Protect yourself; simply ask your builder for proof of general liability insurance as well as workers compensation insurance if he or she has employees.  The State of Wisconsin requires two credentials in order for a contractor to obtain a building permit. Ask your builder to show proof of these credentials.  For more information visit http://www.commerce.state.wi.us/SB/  The two credentials are:  Dwelling Contractor Certification and Dwelling Contractor Qualifier Certification.

- If a property owner obtains a one- or two-family building permit, are there
possible unforeseen consequences?
Yes, read this "Cautionary Statement To Owners Obtaining Building Permits" which is printed on dwelling building permits - "If the owner hires a contractor to perform work under the building permit and the contractor is not bonded or insured as required under s. 101.654(2)(a), the following consequences might occur:
(a) The owner may be held liable for any bodily inquiry to or death of others or for any
damage to the property of others that arises out of the work performed under the building permit or that is caused by any negligence by the contractor that occurs in connection with the work performed under the building permit.
(b) The owner may not be able to collect from the contractor damages for any loss
sustained by the owner because of a violation by the contractor of the one- and two-family dwelling code or an ordinance enacted under sub. (1) (a), because of any bodily
injury to or death of others or damage to the property of others that arises out of the work performed under the building permit or because of any bodily injury to or death of others or damage to the property of others that is caused by any negligence by the contractor that occurs in connection with the work performed under the building permit.
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